Event:

CYC Ohs-White Couples Race

Race:

#1 29 JUL 2011

Protestor:
#389 River Rose (RR)

Protestee:
Redress Request

Protest:
RRS 62.1(a)

Facts Found:


--RR is a Cal 20 sailing in the event as part of a One Design (OD) class


--The Notice of Race (NoR) stated that the “…warning signal is at 1845 hours…”


--The RC started the race at 1840


--5 Cal 20 OD boats entered the race; 1 is scored DNC & 3 started at 1840 when signaled by the RC


--The course was 14-2-14-2-14


--The start line was oriented parallel with the course to the weather mark


--The orientation of the start line was in such a manner that it created confusion for competitors


--RR crossed the starting line at 18:45:18


--RR crossed the starting line in the opposite direction of the fleet


--RR finished at 20:09:45

Conclusion:


--RR crossed the starting line 5 minutes & 18 seconds (5:18) after the official start signal


--RR was unaware that the RC had changed the start time for the race


--RR crossed the start line incorrectly

Applicable Rule(s):
RRS 62.1(a), definition “start”

Decision(s):
RR should not be disadvantaged by an improper action of the RC.  The starting line was not set in an appropriate manner and RR, through no fault of her own, attempted to start in the race correctly.  RR, therefore, should be scored as starting properly.

The RC failed to comply with the stated NoR which further disadvantaged RR.  The finish time of RR is to be adjusted by 5:18 in an effort to provide the most equitable outcome for all competitors.  This adjustment in the finish time for RR changes her finish position from 4th to 3rd.  However, the finishing positions for all other competitors shall not be adjusted.  RR shall be scored as a “tie” with the 3rd Cal 20 to finish.

Jury:

David Hickman, Eric Rimkus, Craig Daniels (chairman)

